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SCSU faculty respond to layoffs

University
Chronicle
celebrates

95th
anniversary
By Bethanie Barrios

The St. Cloud State University theatre major will no longer be accepting new majors. Photo credit Mark Wasson.

By Mark Wasson
St. Cloud State University moved
forward with a plan to lay off eight
faculty from the philosophy, theatre
and library departments Sept. 16.
In letters signed by SCSU
President Robbyn Wacker dated
Sept. 13, faculty were notified that
the impact of the university budget
from declining student enrollment
was the reason why they would be
laid off effective May 13, 2020.
Rachel Wexelbaum, one of the
library faculty members affected by
the lay off, known as retrenchment in
the Minnesota State system, said her
reaction to the notice wasn’t about
the retrenchment itself.
“Everyone knows that the
university is in dire financial straits
and that cuts need to be made,”
wrote Wexelbaum in an e-mail.
“What makes me angry is the lack
of honesty and transparency around
this process, the disregard for
Minnesota State policy regarding
retrenchment, the disregard to equity
issues regarding retrenchment, the
fact that diverse marginalized faculty
will be the most impacted by these
decisions.”
Wexelbaum, who is also a
doctoral student at SCSU, will be
able to continue her studies at the
university even after being officially
retrenched.
“The administration continues to
stand by flawed justifications and
try to defend them before educated,
intelligent adult faculty and

students who see through it,” wrote
Wexelbaum.
Administration officials did
not respond to questions by the
University Chronicle to explain the
university’s retrenchment decision
making process.
The question of how the specific
number of four retrenchments in the
library was reached has been asked
several times, but administrators
are some combination of unable
or unwilling to answer it,” wrote
Tina Gross, another library faculty
member affected by retrenchment, in
an e-mail.
The SCSU theatre major will
also no longer be accepting new
majors and the future of the major
is currently up in the air with no
publicly made plans to bring it back.
In an interview Sept. 11,
SCSU Vice President of Strategic
Enrollment Management Jason
Woods said retrenchment is a
budgetary decision driven by an
unplanned drop in enrollment.
“We’re looking at [a] Fiscal 2021
budget [with] anywhere from a $5.9
million to $11 million gap, so we take
any situation of faculty eliminations
very seriously,” Woods said.
Sept. 11 about the accuracy of
the information that was given to
the University Chronicle, but did
not elaborate beyond stating that the
University Chronicle is a learning
newspaper and the university has a
right and responsibility to educate its
students.
Two days later, according to the
date on the retrenchment letters
given to faculty, the university

Interested in writing for the
University Chronicle? Email us at:
universitychronicle1924@gmail.com

moved forward with the layoffs.
Administration officials did
not respond to questions from the
University Chronicle about how
laying off faculty will increase
enrollment.

Response to retrenchments

Faculty that spoke with the
University Chronicle said anxiety
has rippled through the teaching staff
at SCSU because they don’t know
what’s coming next.
“Once you execute retrenchments,
there’s always going to be a fear that
there’s going to be more of them,”
said Department of Theatre and Film
Studies Chair Chris Jordan. “You
know, that’s just common sense.”
Jordan also said that faculty that
are facing retrenchment have an
arduous task ahead of them when
looking for new jobs.
“There’s always a surplus of
candidates for a deficit of jobs. So
people are scared. Of course, they’re
anxious,” Jordan said. “They’re
wondering where their next job
is going to come from after the
conclusion of the academic year.
They’re wondering where their
livelihood will be generated.”
The reason given for the layoff
in the theatre department was that
the department would be losing its
accreditation, partly due to a faculty
retirement, according to Jordan.
“Accreditation is not required for
our discipline. And in fact, there’s a
thriving theatre program in Mankato
that’s not accredited, but yet is doing
great,” Jordan said. “So accreditation
to me doesn’t seem to

also
inside:

be a really plausible reason for these
retrenchments.”
Administration officials did not
respond to questions from the University
Chronicle regarding the SCSU theatre
program.
The Inter Faculty Organization (IFO),
the union that represents faculty at the
seven Minnesota state colleges, said
in a statement that they questioned the
university administration’s decision to
retrench faculty and the process as a
whole.
“We believe the St. Cloud State
administration violated the IFO contract
in their rush to retrench tenured faculty.
The St. Cloud State administration’s
actions even failed to meet the MinnState
system office guidelines,” said the
IFO. “Thus far, the data provided by
the administration is incomplete and
does not meet the standard to justify
retrenchment in these three programs.”
The IFO said they will be filing a
grievance regarding, what they said, are
the administration’s contract violations
during the retrenchment process.
“The St. Cloud State administration
has disrespected the long-standing
tradition of shared governance that is a
pillar of American higher education,”
said the IFO. “They have pushed
forward without seeking the vital inputof
the impacted workforce.”
Multiple faculty members, including
the SCSU Faculty Association, also
questioned how the retrenchment of the
eight faculty will help with the budgetary
woes of the university.
Currently, the university is looking at
a multi-million dollar deficit according
See more on SCSU LAYOFFS on page 2
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Dear Readers,
As the Editor-In-Chief I would
like to thank you for picking up
the University Chronicle’s second
2019-2020 print edition of the
school year! I would also like to
say on behalf of everyone involved
in helping make this edition, that
we are delighted and honored for
you to take a chance at reading our
newspaper and sincerely hope that
you enjoy it.
The University Chronicle was
founded on Sept. 19, 1924, under
its original name The College
Chronicle. This means, on Sept.
19, 2019 the University Chronicle
is celebrating its 95th year of
publishing!
The issue that you are holding
right now is officially a part of
SCSU history.
As recent events have shown
nationally and locally, student
journalism is more important now
than ever.
College newspapers and the
media as a whole throughout the
country are experiencing backlash
and resistance from those who
hold positions of power, from the
president of the United States, to the
president of this university.
Despite any pushback we receive,
our goal is to report the truth to you
in the best way we know how. We
do this to honor the hard work and
dedication from those before us.
It’s because of readers like you,
that we get to do what we love
every day.
While this may be the second
print newspaper of the school year,
it certainly won’t be the last. Be sure
to find us in Atwood every month
handing out newspapers or check
out our newspaper racks all over
campus for your very own copy.
While all of us are experiencing a
quarter of the semester being gone,
there are plenty of experiences and
memories yet to come not only for
the newspaper, but for all of you as
well.
Thank you again for picking up
this publication and enjoy the little
piece of campus history that’s right
at your fingertips.

HUSKIES SOCCER
STUN DEFENDING NATIONAL
CHAMPS
page 8
Designed by Caitlyn Jordan
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A visitor to the archives reads several banners documenting SCSU history in the SCSU archives on Monday, Sept.16, 2019. The banners were created by public history
graduate students in the summer of 2018. Photo by Brendan Janostin.

SCSU archives celebrates 150 years
of university history
By Brendan Janostin
On Sept. 15, 1869, the first class
in St. Cloud State University history
was held in the only building that
belonged to the school, the former
Stearns hotel, which used to stand
behind present day Stewart hall. At
the time, there were 53 students (43
of them women) and five faculty
members.
150 years later, SCSU boasts a
student body of more than 14,000
and its campus encompasses more
than 30 buildings. That humble
beginning is what University
archivist Tom Steman hoped to
celebrate in mid-September by
inviting both students and alumni

to the SCSU archives to enjoy some
rest and relaxation.
“I thought it would be fun to have
swag, and treats and displays and
birthday cards for students and other
employees to look at,” Steman said.
Pieces of “swag” people could take
home with them included pins, an
assortment of stickers, and a frisbee
with the SCSU logo on the front.
Attendees were encouraged to take
a piece of cake and some trail mix
and observe some of the displays set
up by Steman that chronicle the last
150 years of SCSU history.
“We had some additional banners
put up just to give a taste of St. Cloud
state history. So seeing it in a banner
and spending a few minutes reading
about the rich history we have at this

university.” Steman explained when
asked why he decided to set up these
particular banners at his celebration.
Among the many visitors to the
archives were a number of former
students, many of whom had
graduated decades prior to the 2010’s.
And among the older attendees
were Art Grachek, a former SCSU
speech communication teacher who
graduated in 1964, and his wife,
Barbra Grachek, who graduated
in 1963 and worked in SCSU
administration until her retirement in
2002. Both were personally invited
by Steman, who had interviewed Art
in 2017 to obtain an oral history of
his experiences attending SCSU.
“We’re probably the closest thing
there exists to the original entering

class 150 years ago. We came in here
in 1958 as freshman” Art Grachek said,
reflecting on he and his wife’s seniority
at the event. “It was the days when we
wore green beanies, two fingers above the
nose.” Barbra Grachek donated her green
beanie to the archives, and it currently sits
in a display case in Atwood.
“All the buildings were basically
on the east side of 1st avenue…the
only buildings on the other side were
Shoemaker hall, Brown hall and then…
that’s it” Grachek said.
Barbra Grachek pointed to expanded on
campus housing as an example of the
changes SCSU has gone through since
her attendance.
“When I lived in Whitney house, there
was eight of us girls in one room, with
four sets of bunk beds. And we went

through our room, and in another
room that used to be called the
sun room, there were six girls that
lived there with three sets of bunk
beds, and we shared one bathroom.
Fourteen girls, with one bathroom.”
said Lamented Barbra when she
recalled the cramped conditions she
lived under when attending SCSU.
Overall, Steman was pleased with
the turnout to his celebration. “It’s
been overwhelming…I’m glad to see
all the students up here discovering
the university archives and seeing
what we have up here and knowing
that we’re here”, said Steman.

SCSU Faculty respond to layoffs continued from page 1
to data shared by the administration
with faculty during a meet and greet
this year.
The retrenchment will save the
university approximately $840,000.
Administration says they
support faculty, dodge questions
These layoffs came despite a 52-

page SCSU Faculty Association
response
to
the
university
administration
about
possible
retrenchment that strongly service to
our students” suggested SCSU not
move forward with that decision and
questioned the motivation behind
retrenchment.
Multiple faculty members that

spoke to the University Chronicle
said administration officials have
dodged faculty questions regarding
retrenchment.
Instead, the university has
consistently voiced how difficult
the decision is to layoff faculty
following the declining enrollment
that precipitated the university’s

financial crisis.
“[Wacker] and [SCSU Provost Daniel
Gregory] may make statements about
supporting or valuing the library, but their
actions tell a different story,” wrote Gross
in an e-mail.
The letters the eight faculty received
stated that the university will do what they
can to help them seek new employment.

“We have appreciated your service
to the University, and we are saddened
that this layoff is necessary,” reads the
retrenchment letters given to faculty
by Wacker on Sept. 16. “Thank you
again for the contributions you have
made to St. Cloud State University
and for your service to our students.”
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A piece of Eastman’s history
on Halenbeck’s wall
By Tony Langfellow

Eastman Hall’s original basketball half court logo, now on a wall in Halenbeck Hall on the second
floor near the overhang of the gym. Photo by Mark Wasson.

“I believe that there’s an appreciation that I hope [everyone
can see] in it. [I hope] there’s appreciation that the university is
honoring its past by having this on display for people to look at
and enjoy forever,” Steman said.

As of this past June, Eastman
Hall officially became the Center for
Health and Wellness Innovation and
was no longer a recreation facility,
but part of its legacy lives on one
of Halenbeck Hall’s main entrance
walls.
The half court logo that masked
Eastman’s gymnasium floor with the
letters “SC” for at least six decades
has a new home on the second floor
wall near the main entrance by the
overlook of the gym.
“It’s a general signal that we
appreciate our history,” St. Cloud
State University Director of Athletics
Heather Weems said, who is based
inside Halenbeck Hall. “The role that
alumni and students, staff and faculty
had at their time on the campus and
just being able to keep a relic of some
of the important pieces that exist.”
The piece that is now displayed on
Halenbeck’s wall includes an entire
cutout of the wood flooring with
the original painted basketball court
lines with the center court circle and
the smaller jump circle at the core
with the old St. Cloud State logo.
Eastman Hall was recently
renovated and reopened this past
summer to start a new chapter and
serve as the university’s health and
wellness center and it was originally
part of the plan to place this piece on
one of Eastman’s walls, but space
became an issue.
“I learned they were out of space
[at Eastman], so I reached out and
said ‘hey, I’ve got plenty of concrete
walls, in fact, I’ve got a spot that I
know would work right outside of
the main gym,’” Weems said.
Even before it was decided
whether or not the center court piece
would be on display at Eastman or
Halenbeck, it was stored inside of

Halenbeck while internal demolition
and remodeling was happening at
Eastman.
When the center court logo was
brought over to Halenbeck and taken
out of Eastman, the facilities crew
labeled and numbered each board
and then moved it piece by piece
for storage. Then they reassembled
it later on like a jigsaw puzzle when
the decision was made to hang it
on a wall at Halenbeck sometime
between June and July.
“I think it’s great. I had no idea,
I thought maybe they were only
going to do just the “SC” and the
red [circle]. I didn’t think they were
going to stick it out wider,” St. Cloud
State University Archivist Tom
Steman said. “I think it’s a fantastic
piece of some tangible history.”
Eastman Hall originally opened in
the fall of 1930 as the University’s
recreation center and was the
basketball home of SCSU athletics
until the opening of Halenbeck Hall
in 1965. Although it is the same
floorboards on display from 1930,
the paint and the logo was added at
around 1958, according to the plaque
that is placed right next to the display
at Halenbeck.
One of the most important
takeaways from this piece of history
is the connection it makes for current
students, staff, faculty and alum
and the nod it gives towards St.
Cloud State’s history as a whole. “I
believe that there’s an appreciation
that I hope [everyone can see] in it.
[I hope] there’s appreciation that the
university is honoring its past by
having this on display for people to
look at and enjoy forever,” Steman
said.

Advertisment:

Sexual assault on campus - no
immediate threat to SCSU
according to Public Safety
By Mark Wasson
A female student survived a sexual
assault on campus in late August
after meeting an unknown male
on a social media dating website
according to an e-mail sent by St.
Cloud State University Public Safety
and Public Safety Director Kevin
Whitlock.
“There is no immediate threat to
campus and the incident is still under
investigation,” read the e-mail.
The University Chronicle has
requested the incident report from
SCSU Public Safety to learn more
information regarding the incident.
The e-mail also states that this

behavior is criminal and in violation
of the University’s Code of Conduct.
There are multiple services that
can provide confidential assistance
to students on campus like the
Counseling and Psychological
Services which can be reached at
320-308-3171 and is located in
Eastman Hall 305 and the Women’s
Center which can be reached at 320308-4958.
Public safety encourages those
that witness or are a victim of a
crime to contact the St. Cloud Police
Department at 9-1-1, or SCSU Public
Safety Department at 320-308-3333.

Future Educators Club
Our purpose is to create a support group for education
majors, increase professional development, and
volunteer in our communities.

Meetings announced on D2L and social media.
Upcoming events: Day of an Educator on November 15th
Contact:
Brandon Morris (President)
bcmorris@go.stcloudstate.edu
Anna Panek (Treasurer)
ampanek@go.stcloudstate.edu
Find us on social media:
Facebook: SCSU Future Educators Club (FEC)
Instagram: scsu_fec
Twitter: scsu_fec
#Red4Ed
Snapchat: scsu_fec
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Speakers for Eastman
Hall ribbon cutting
ceremony included
controversial
former state
legislator
By Mark Wasson
Former Minnesota State Rep.
Jim Knoblach, who withdrew
from campaigning last year after
allegations from his daughter that
he inappropriately touched her
throughout her childhood, spoke
during a ribbon cutting ceremony
for the renovation of Eastman Hall
on the St. Cloud State University
campus Aug. 19.
An attorney for Knoblach, whose
former district encompassed SCSU,
told MPR last year that her client
denied the allegations and suggested
that they were politically motivated
because his daughter disagreed with
his politics.
According to SCSU Executive
Director of Marketing and

Communications Adam Hammer, an
invitation was sent to those involved
in Eastman’s renovation and were
given an opportunity to speak at the
ceremony.
Hammer said Knoblach was
the lead author of the bill in the
Minnesota State House that
ultimately helped provide $18.6
million in funding to the university
for the building’s renovation.
“Without his work in the legislature,
this renovation never would have
happened,” said Hammer.
Eastman Hall houses all healthrelated programs on campus
including Student Health Services
and Counseling and Psychological
Services.
Former Minnesota State Rep. Jim Knoblach speaking at the ceremony in front of Eastman hall
on the SCSU campus. Photo taken by Mark Wasson.

CentraCare gifts SCSU $1.5 million
to build program
By Tony Langfellow
St. Cloud State University acquired
a gift of $1.5 million from CentraCare
Health in early September as a
way for the university to institute
a Graduate Nursing Education
Program along with creating the
Center for Health Outcomes and
Policy Research (CHOPR) at SCSU.
This gift will be dispersed over a
10 year time span and will benefit
these two groups so they can take
advantage of the donation by
getting their base established for the
programs.
“We don’t currently have a
graduate nursing program, so this
will allow the department to be able
to develop the curriculum and to start
a graduate program that will provide
advanced practice nursing care,”
Dean of Health and Human Services
Shonda Craft said. “We’re focusing
on a family nurse practitioner at the
Master’s level currently.”

The gift that SCSU’s nursing
program received was at the request
of CentraCare itself because it will
not only benefit the university and
its students, but it will also assist
CentraCare for the future of their
nurses in the workforce.
The donation will be able to help
build SCSU’s nursing program and
create a pipeline between the school
and CentraCare for when they are in
need of practitioners that can work
and run clinics on their own.
“The funding will absolutely benefit
not only the Department of Nursing
clients, but also CentraCare as an
organization and the community as
a whole because when we have our
providers [offering] high quality
care, then we know that the health
outcomes of a community are going
to be greater,” Craft said.
The gifted money will also benefit
CHOPR by providing deeper
research for CentraCare to study
along with being able to learn what
is benefiting patient population.
This will assist the university and

CentraCare with creating a strong
connection
between
SCSU’s
faculty to help with data analysis
and problem solving and the Center
for Health Outcomes and Policy
Research program will ultimately
assist the students in having better
opportunities for research.
“St. Cloud State University is
excited and honored to partner with
CentraCare and is grateful for its
support,” St. Cloud State University
President Robbyn Wacker said.
“This partnership will benefit
[SCSU], CentraCare, and all of
Central Minnesota as it provides
support to effectively meet the health
care needs of Central Minnesotans.”
Building a graduate nursing
program at St. Cloud State will
provide an opportunity for students
to become even more skilled in their
profession as well as expanding the
possibility for the Central Minnesota
public to obtain high-quality health
care opportunities.
“It’s exciting for them to know
that they have an opportunity to have

education right here in St. Cloud and to
not have to take a course online or go to a
different institution,” Craft said.
St. Cloud State’s Center for Health
Outcomes and Policy Research is a
program that combines academic and
professional experience between students
and faculty and ensures strong research
capabilities of the community’s health
care options.
CentraCare and SCSU have been
working together for many years as a
way to help promote better public health
options and to give students greater
opportunities to improve their skills.
“The power of our two institions
would benefit Central Minnesota by
infusing evidence-based practices and
original research in a responsive manner,”
Dean of the School of Public Affairs
King Banaian said. “Such research will
empower policy discussions that are
unique to the health care landscape of
Central Minnesota.”
According to Craft, talk about this gift
began as early as 2017 when she began
working at SCSU and discussions with
President Ashish Vaidya and before

that, possibly with President Earl
Potter took place about how to better
benefit the two associations.
With the partnership of St. Cloud
State to a large health corporation, it
gives credit to the quality of SCSU’s
nursing program and what it has to
offer.
“It shows the strength of St. Cloud
State that we continually have major
corporate partners who are willing
to… put their faith in us in terms of
contributing to their workforce [and]
partnering with them to better the St.
Cloud region,” Craft said.
The commencement of these
programs is still unknown, but the
university is currently in the process
of hiring faculty, but it is their
tentative plan to have the programs
ready to begin by January 2021.
This recent commitment from
CentraCare is the second of two
donations St. Cloud State’s nursing
program has received in the span
of one year, the other gift being a
$1 million donation given to the
university by Jim and Ann Marie
Maciej in October 2018.
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Wizarding Night at Case-Hill
and Shoemaker hall bring the
Harry Potter world back to life

The poster for the movie IT Chapter Two.

IT Chapter 2: The Losers’
Club returns for a modern
horror blockbuster
By Andy Erickson
Stephen King. It’s a name that has
been synonymous with the horror
genre for decades. Books like The
Shining, Misery, Pet Sematary, and
Carrie have haunted people for
years, but when it comes to fear,
the book IT stands above the rest. If
the book wasn’t scary enough, the
release of an IT miniseries in 1990
would inject visions of clowns in our
nightmares for years to come.
It wouldn’t be until 2017 that
we would see Pennywise up on
the big screen. With director Andy
Muschetti at the helm, IT was a
mega success and introduced a whole
new generation to the horrible fear of
clowns. Now back for round two,
Muschetti ups almost everything
to conclude the story of the Losers’
Club and their ongoing discord with
Pennywise the clown.
IT Chapter 2 picks up 27 years
later after some gruesome events
happening across the town of Derry,
Maine point towards the return of
Pennywise. The group of kids we
came to know so well decide to
return to Derry after a phone call
from Mike, despite them having little
to no memory of what happened
those 27 years ago. Will the Losers’
Club be able to stop Pennywise for
good this time or will his reign of
terror never stop?
Going from the kids in the first
film to the adults may be a worry
to some but worry not; the casting
is spot on when it comes to all the
adults. These older versions of the
Losers are led by an all star cast

including familiar faces like James
McAvoy (Split, X-Men), Bill Hader
(SNL, Superbad), and Jessica
Chastain (Interstellar, Zero Dark
Thirty). Bill Hader stands out in the
film as the older version of the wise
cracking Richie. Known primarily
for his comedic roles, Hader shows a
lot more depth and range throughout
IT Chapter 2. Fans of his work in
Barry will enjoy what he does with
his role in this film. Another stand
out in the film, to no one’s surprise,
is Bill Skarsgård who played the role
of Pennywise. He has this amazing
ability to switch from empathetic to
terrifying in an instant and it’s fun to
watch.
IT Chapter 2 also, with the help of
a little de-aging technology, brings
back the cast of the first film. There
are several flashbacks throughout
the film that brings you back to 1988
and adds some more backstory to the
childhood of these characters. While
the de-aging on the younger actors
could be a little off-putting at times,
it’s great to see them back.
Sitting at almost three hours
long, IT Chapter 2 doesn’t pull any
punches. The film is brutal, gory,
and filled with enough jump scares
to keep your heart racing over the
course of the whole film. Whether
you are a lifelong fan of IT, a newer
fan, or just someone with a phobia of
clowns who likes to live life on the
edge, this film will have something
for you.

SCSU students that partook in the magical event enjoy Harry Potter based games and activities.
Photo taken by Matt Auvil.

By Matthew Auvil
The evening of Sept. 3 was
no regular night at the Case-Hill
residence hall on campus; it was
something much more magical. An
event sponsored by Warner Bros.
Consumer Products, The Back to
Hogwarts Celebration, a Harry Potter
themed event that took place with no
shortage of spells and wonder.
The celebration included activities
like puzzle building, jelly bean
tasting, arts and crafts and all sorts
of mini games throughout the night.
There were also giveaways every
five minutes meaning lots of prizes
were given out such as keychains,
Funko Pops, jewelry and some
quality blankets for the dorm room.
The event was very relaxed, just
a calm social gathering for college
students that enjoy Harry Potter. The
movie was played at a nice volume
to where you could still watch the
movie but also talk to the person next
to you and carry on a conversation.
Everything was spaced out so
nothing was too close to each other,
the Lego building mini game was far
away from the Scrabble so paying
attention to the words was easy to
accomplish.

Residential Life was what helped
get the event started but a special
thanks to Breianna Ribble who
really helped the Harry Potter night
onto its feet. Ribble is an ambassador
from Riddle & Bloom, a company
dedicated to help put on events all
across college campuses.
“While I wasn’t too big into Harry
Potter as a kid, after my study abroad
trip to Europe I really got hooked,”
Ribble said looking around the lobby
room, “I am very happy with this
turn out and I really hope we can get
more events like this to go on around
campus.”
Case-Hill was not the only
location hosting this event, down the
street Shoemaker residence hall was
celebrating the same party. Ribble
also noted that because of Labor
Day weekend a lot of the social
media reach out was missed due to
many students going home for the
semester.
“It was unfortunate timing that
we couldn’t spread more awareness
but we still had a great turn out.”said
Ribble.
Riddle & Bloom did help
Residential Life plan for the event
but it was Warner Bros. Consumer
Products that brought all of the
merchandise to giveaway. Ribble

noted that everything in the room
for decorating came in a giant crate
with directions on how to display
and what prizes were meant to give
out and rules to each mini game
available.
The event for some students was
an introduction to the world of Harry
Potter.
“I’ve never seen a Harry Potter
movie before or really understand
what goes on in that world,” junior
Samantha Tschepen stated, “But
events like this would help me get
into it.” Tschepen also said she
would love to see more events take
place with different themes and
that the variety would help her find
something new to get into.
“I would say I am a moderate fan
of Harry Potter,” Ian Bagge said
who was working at the event, “I
think events like these are a lot of
fun and I would work more of them
in the future.” Bagge enjoyed the
socializing aspect of the gathering
with everyone getting together and
enjoying something they like.
“I hope the next one of these that
they do is Star Wars themed, that
would be the best.”
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“Gajaga”: a kickoff for a great year of cultural
experiences Sri Lankan style
By Markus Linz
On Sept. 7, the Ayubowan Sri
Lankan
Student
Organization
(ASLO) held a cultural night in
Stewart Hall at St. Cloud State
University to honor and celebrate Sri
Lankan culture. The event took the
help of many Sri Lankan students
to prepare the Ritsche Auditorium
for a night of fun as their culture was
demonstrated to everyone through
the performance of music, dancing
and singing. By the end of the event,
audience members left the auditorium
eager for more Sri Lanken culture,
so everyone was invited over to the
Atwood Ballroom to try out some of
their cultural cuisine.
Two dancers and members of ASLO exchanging smiles to each other while performing. Photo taken by Markus Linz.

A member of ASLO displaying some traditional
Sri Lankan clothing. Photo taken by Markus
Linz.

President Robbyn Wacker celebrating ASLO’s cultural night with
students and faculty. Photo taken
by Markus Linz.

Members of ASLO dressed in Sri Lankan traditional clothing to celebrate their culture on their special night. Photo taken by Markus Linz.

Some of the food from the event that was
served in the Atwood Ballroom. Photo taken by
Markus Linz.

Attendees of “Gajaga” grabbing a bite of Sri Lankan cuisine
after the performances.. Photo taken by Markus Linz.

All lead members of ASLO pose for a picture to celebrate their accomplishments of the night. Photo
taken by Markus Linz.

The grand entrance entrance to Ritche Auditorium featuring
symbols and art of the Sri Lankan culture. Photo taken by
Markus Linz.
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Anna’s declassified college survival
guide: tip #2 study smarter, not harder
By Anna Panek
Many of us grew up watching
Ned’s Declassified School Survival
Guide. His tips, while sometimes a
little kooky, helped us survive middle
school, but left us high and dry for
high school and now…college.
Life is full of making mistakes and
hopefully we can all as students learn
from them.
Sometimes learning from other
people’s mistakes makes our lives a
whole lot easier. The purpose of this
column is to do just that, learn from
others and hopefully make college a
lot easier to survive.
It’s been about a month since
my last tip and I hope it took you
seriously. I followed my own advice
and joined a new organization,
Alpha Phi Omega National Service
Fraternity (APO).
My next tip will come in handy
as midterms are soon approaching.
With a quarter of the semester now

over, it is time to get serious and start
studying. Altering a quote from the
1930s by Allen Morgenstern, “Work
smarter, not harder.”, my second tip
for all of you is to study smarter, not
harder.
We are now a month into classes
and are settling in. Most of us have
gotten used to waking up in time
for our classes, found the best route
to them (likely the one that stops by
the coffee shop), found the perfect
spot to sit, and hopefully found how
much time we need to put in to do
well in the classes that we pay a hefty
amount for.
My advice for students is to use
your time wisely. Some tips I have
learned to do just that is to read
ahead. When you read ahead, you
will likely not understand everything.
However, studies have shown that
reading ahead will help you better
comprehend what your professors
are teaching during lectures.
Another way to study smarter is

not to cram. I am not getting into the
prioritization versus procrastination
debate right now; however, I will
advise you that if you have a general
date when your next exam will be,
that you put it in your planner and
review as you go.
Many professors make studying
easier for us by putting the lecture
notes online or even putting a study
guide or practice test on D2L. Take
advantage of the tools and resources
your professors give you. Believe it
or not, they actually want you (yes
YOU!) to succeed.
Two brains are usually smarter
than one, and three brains are usually
smarter than two. The best way to
study is to study with others. While
you likely still have a few weeks
before midterms, start making
friends with the people around you in
your classes. It isn’t too late. A really
good friend of mine now even only
asked for my name after midterms.
There are also many great places

to study on campus. My personal
favorite is renting a study room in
the Miller Center. You can only have
one reservation at a time, but after
you use it you can schedule another
one right away. Study rooms have a
nice table with usually enough chairs
for four to six people, whiteboards,
and screens you can hook up your
devices to. Study rooms are typically
checked out for two hours at a time,
long enough to get some serious
studying done, but not too long that
you lose focus.
Other great places to study are
the study rooms that can be found in
every building. As a math education
major, I particularly like the ECC
self-supervised study room because
it has a lot of whiteboard space or the
Education lounge because it has very
comfortable chairs.
If you aren’t as social or don’t
connect well with others in your
class, you can get help from tutors.
Going back to studying smarter, not

another student who knows the an
harder, it makes much more sense to
get your questions answered by swer,
rather than wasting your valuable
time trying to figure it out yourself.
Now, I don’t want to discredit the
knowledge that is gained by figuring
it out yourself, but after a few tries,
asking for help might be a better use
of your time.
Almost every department has a
tutoring area, if you don’t know where
it is, ASK! The university’s website
lists where to find more information
for tutoring hours in a wide variety of
the subjects offered at St. Cloud State.
Ending with someone who is wiser
than me, A. A. Milne said “You are
smarter than you seem.”
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SCSU’s women’s volleyball team gathering in celebration over another victory. Photo courtesy of SCSU Athletics.

St. Cloud State Volleyball dominates a
start to the 2019 season with an 8-0 record
By Hans Bristol
After posting four consecutive
wins at the BW Kelly Inn Huskies
Volleyball Classic in St. Cloud last
weekend, St. Cloud State volleyball
sits at a record of 8-0. Early season
dominance for SCSU is the best start
since the 1985 season.

The season began with a trip to St.
George, Utah competing in the Dixie
State Tournament. SCSU opened
with dominance after a 3-0 win over
Dixie State and never looked back in
the tournament.
St. Cloud State followed up the
opening win over the hosts Dixie
State with three straight wins in the

tournament. Sweeps over Northwest
Nazarene University and Colorado
Christian set up the Huskies with
momentum for a final match against
Simon Fraser. The Huskies only
dropped one set to Simon Fraser,
but walked away with a 3-1 victory
finishing a perfect weekend in St.
George, Utah.

Huskies soccer stun
defending national champs
By Hans Bristol
The St. Cloud State Women’s
soccer team earned a huge victory
in early Sept. with a 3-2 win over
last season’s national champions, the
University of Bridgeport.
The first half saw a quick lead for
SCSU behind a stunner of a goal
from Claire Shea 49 seconds into the
match. Kaitlyn Dziubinksi collected
the assist and earned her first point of
the season.
Purple Knights star senior forward
Maegan Doyle would provide a
quick response at a goal in the 9th

minute tying the game up.
Nicole Friis, however, had
other ideas. Pressuring Bridgeport
goalkeeper Helena Dahlstrom
forced a free ball inside of the box
which Friis smashed home to give
the Huskies a 2-1 lead at the 39th
minute. Once again, Maegan Doyle
would silence Husky Stadium off a
well taken free-kick equalizing the
game yet again at two a piece.
Junior Kaitlyn Dziubinski would
then play hero mode. A handball
was called on Bridgeport defender
Raylee Traicoff setting up the
Huskies with a penalty kick chance
to take the lead. Dziubinski stepped

to the spot and left no doubt behind it,
surging SCSU back in front 3-2.
Bridgeport saw very few chances
in the final twenty minutes of the
match, earning St. Cloud State their
first win of the season over the
Purple Knights. The Huskies move
to 1-1-1 on the young season, while
Bridgeport falls to a shocking 0-4
start.
Pressured was applied to the
Bridgeport defensive unit all game
long seeing SCSU out shoot the
Purple Knights 12-8 in the game.
Therefore, leading to the Huskies
tallying two first half goals, then a
penalty kick goal in the second half.

Senior libero Clara Krenz earned
NSIC Defensive Player of the Week
for her performance at the Dixie State
Invite. Krenz totaled 7.3 digs per
set in the tournament. Junior setter
Maddy Torve came away from the
tournament win assists/set average at
13.46 as well.
After making a statement in Utah

first weekend, St. Cloud State looked
to continue its dominance on their
home court at the BW Kelly Inn
Classic in St. Cloud, Minnesota.
NSIC opponent Bemidji State and
Lake Superior State University were
no match for the Huskies. SCSU
collected 3-0 sweeps over both teams
headed into Friday night. named
to the BW Kelly Inn Classic AllTournament Team.

Advertisment:

The National Society of
Leadership and Success
SCSU’s local chapter of a National Honor Society.
Success. Action. Purpose.
It’s not too late to join and get inducted this semester.
Induction will take place on Sunday, December 8th at 2 p.m.

For more information:
Contact Hannah Pepich (President):
hannah.pepich@go.stcloudstate.edu
Or the national website: www.nsls.org
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SCSU women’s hockey goalie Janine Alder in her previous year, is now gearing up for her last year as a Husky. Photo courtesy of SCSU Athletics.

New faces and new direction as
Huskies look to make strides in WCHA
By Noah Grant
After working as an assistant
coach for the Winnipeg area’s Fort
Richmond Collegiate high school
hockey team, 15 years later, Steve
MacDonald finds himself behind the
bench of a team with a promising
outlook to the season.
As the St. Cloud State women’s
hockey team prepares to jettison
a squad that boasts fifteen
upperclassmen into a highly
contested WCHA division, they
do so with a familiar face behind
the bench. The departure of former
head coach Eric Rud to Miami
(OH) meant an opportunity for
MacDonald.
Previously serving as an assistant
coach for five seasons, MacDonald
was named head coach in June. He
joins Kerry Brodt Wethington (19982002), Jason Lesteberg (2002-2006),
Jeff Giesen (2006-2014), and Rud as
the fifth head coach in team history.
“I’m extremely humbled to have
the opportunities that [hockey]
has afforded me… to have the
opportunity is extremely humbling
and exciting,” said MacDonald. “I
think most assistant coaches always
wonder what it would be like to be
in that role, to sit in the driver’s seat.”
MacDonald will certainly find
out with the season opener looming
at the end of September. However,
he won’t have to do it alone. The
Huskies coaching staff already
boasts a former Olympian and 2006
national champion in Jinelle Siergiej,
who has been with the team since
2014.
MacDonald’s promotion led to a
vacancy for an assistant coach, which

was quickly filled by a familiar face
for Siergiej, as St. Cloud State hired
Molly Engstrom. Engstrom, who was
a two-time Olympian and six-time
World Championship participant,
was a teammate of Siergiej at the
University of Wisconsin.
Both played in the 2010 Olympics
in Vancouver. To make things even
better for the coaching duties,
Engstrom was a defenseman, while
Siergiej was a forward.
“We have, I believe, one of, if not
the only staff in the country that has
two Olympians…to be surrounded
with two great assistants in Jinelle
and Molly makes my life easy. I
almost just kind of have to get out
of their way,” said MacDonald. “We
get along great. They are obviously
two of the better players to have ever
played the game in the U.S. and the
world. They make my job easy and
will continue to do that. For them
to have played at the level that they
played at, and then for them to have
the respect that they have in the
hockey world is just tremendous for
our young women.”
The Huskies finished 10-25-2 last
season and 5-19 in the WCHA with
15 points, which saw them one point
behind Minnesota State University,
Mankato for seventh place, last in
the WCHA. MacDonald, however,
said the team expects better results
this year.
“Any time you lose point
[scorers], it’s always hard to replace
those points with [the departure of]
Hannah Potrykus and Julia Tylke,
and the others. That’s where you
hope that the juniors and seniors for
this year, they step up into that role
and they contribute how we think
they can,” added MacDonald.
Potrykus and Tylke combined
for 43 points last season, which

was good for just under twenty-six
percent of the points that the Huskies
scored last year. St. Cloud State
will look to their incoming class of
freshman to provide some offensive
punch.
“We’re extremely excited about
our freshman coming up, our six
freshmen. There’s a lot of experience
in them too. It’s weird to say that
about freshman, but you have a
couple of national team players in
their respective countries, and then
you have a couple players from
Canada and a couple players from
the US,” MacDonald said. “We have
a wide level of diverse experience
here and different types of experience
[as well]. We’re going to have that
experience up top, but we are really
confident with our freshman coming
in and our sophomores have a year
under their belt now and will be able
to contribute.”
One area that hasn’t been a
concern is with the goaltending
tandem of Janine Alder and Emma
Polusny, with each goalie sporting
a .935 and .919 save percentage in
2018-2019, respectively.
“Obviously with two of the best
goalies in the country with Janine
Alder, a two time Olympian, and
Emma Polusny, a US National team
goalie, it’s a great problem to have
with two of the best,” MacDonald
said. “With a defensive corps
of two seniors, two juniors, two
sophomores, and two freshmen, we
really expect a lot out of our seniors.”
Two of the mainstays on the back
end that are expected to log heavy
minutes are senior defensemen
Abby Thiessen and Rachel Herzog.
Thiessen is a native of Red Deer,
Alberta who attended the University
of North Dakota before her time
at St. Cloud. She led all Huskies

defensemen last season in shots on
goal with 49. Herzog is a native of
Oakdale, Minnesota and played her
high school hockey at Hill-Murray.
In true coaching style, MacDonald
was very matter of fact in his
expectations for the two seniors.
“We expect a lot out of them in
terms of them leading the defensive
corps and taking the reins with
that…we are going to be relying a lot
on that experience,” he said.
On the offensive side, the Huskies
coaching staff acknowledges its
woes from the previous season. St.
Cloud State averaged 1.78 goals
per game. Special teams struggled
out of the gate early last year, with
a power play converting only 15
percent of the time and a penalty
kill hovering around 76 percent.
The accountability by the players is
already evident to the coaching staff,
however.
“You always want to score more
goals, right?” MacDonald said. “It’s
something we’ve addressed, and
we are already starting to work on
it in practice. We are talking about
it and addressed it with the players,
and they know it. We believe that
[the scoring] will be by committee
and we have complete confidence in
our group… as a coaching staff we
give it a clean slate and say ‘where
are we at now, how have the players
matured, what do we have now?’
Then we really try to adapt based
where the skillsets are and how they
contribute.”
MacDonald then clarified the
perception of the team’s performance
last year.
“We weren’t displeased with our
penalty kill last year, we just got
off to a slow start…and then, it can
get away from you. It’s all about
confidence and feel. You can draw

up the best X’s and O’s in the world
and it will help you to a certain extent, but
the power play is about that confident feel
and vibe,” he said.
The team dynamic certainly seems
fit to be a well-oiled machine with high
morale in the locker room. Seven different
countries are represented: the United
States, Canada, Switzerland, Germany,
Czech Republic, Austria, and Finland.
MacDonald noted that some of the North
American girls attempt to go overseas
with teammates to visit the families of
European players and take in the culture.
“For those girls, having that exposure
and learning different ways of doing
things is a very unique experience…
there’s very few [college hockey] teams
that are as proactive internationally... If
players want to come and try and win in
the toughest league in the country, then
come on over,” MacDonald added.
Internationally, not only are the
European players contributing on the ice,
they are just as prideful in the classroom
and the community. Swiss goaltender
Janine Alder just finished writing her
second book. While she excels at
stopping the puck, she doesn’t stop raking
in academic honors, and she’s not alone.
“Looking at our GPA from last year,
our European players were some of the
top GPA-earners. I don’t think any of
them were below a 3.3 GPA, including
some freshmen that are learning their
second or third language... The work
ethic and what they bring and how they
treat this opportunity, combined with
our Canadians, our Americans, our
Minnesotans, it’s a unique mix and so
much fun to be around,” said MacDonald.
MacDonald and company have pushed
the reset button and are ready to put their
new playing philosophy to the test during
opening weekend in late September.
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SCSU Athletic Director talks cultural
importance for athletes
By Jeremy Lagos
St. Cloud State University
has a plethora of quality athletic
teams, from the national champion
wrestling team and perennial
contending men’s hockey team to
soccer and volleyball.
However, being a part of the
huskies is a lot more than just
donning the colors on the field,
court, or in the pool. Being a part of
the cardinal and black means being
part of a family. Being a part of a
close-knit group that does their part
on campus and in the community.
At the center of it all, is Athletic
Director Heather Weems. Weems
is an integral part of what SCSU
athletics is all about and the
foundation she has built and
continues to grow every year.
For Athletic Director Weems, it all
starts with the culture she has worked
so hard to build.
“I think we have a number
of coaches who have done a
phenomenal job of building the
culture and expectations within
their team. And what that means is
that from year to year, you see that
continuing on when you’ve built that
culture. I say that flippantly, but it’s
the hardest thing in the world to do,
is when you build that culture and
that camaraderie and the leadership,
then as one class graduates the next
class ideal picks up where they left
off and they continue to build that
trajectory,” Weems said.
An important facet to building
competitive teams goes hand and
hand to building that positive culture
and that family type atmosphere
that allows individuals to succeed
on a larger scale during their games
as part of that family to accomplish
their common goal of success.
That is one common aspect of all
great sports franchises. Franchises
like the New England Patriots and
the Seattle Seahawks to the Miami
Heat and so many others all have
that close knit unification at the base
of their structure.
That formula is what has
contributed to the success that St.
Cloud State has had many successful
teams in their own right.
“When you’ve built a culture of
excellence. A culture where students
are committed and buy in to what
you’re doing and how you do it.
Then you lend yourself to having
success year after year after year,”
Weems said.
And that annual search for success
is something that has been proven
to be fruitful in these last few years,
without an end in sight.
The St. Cloud State wrestling
team has won back to back Division
II national titles twice in the past
five seasons sandwiching a second
place finish in 2017. The men’s
hockey team has spent much of
the past five seasons as well as a
championship contender with a large
number of weeks as the number one
ranked team in the country earning
the top overall seed in the national
tournament three of the past five

“I still see that sport, now more than ever, sport is a platform that unites people. We bring them together and we bring them a cause to rally
around,” SCSU Athletics Director Heather Weems said. Photo credit Mark Wasson.

seasons.
Men’s and women’s basketball
have had their fair share of success in
recent years as well with the men’s
team earning seeds in the national
tournament the past two seasons.
It isn’t just those teams that are
successful either. There are other
teams that are showing competitive
improvement as well. The volleyball
and soccer teams are two programs
to keep your eyes on this fall.
Both of those teams have shown
the ability to compete at higher
levels than have been previously
reached and Weems refers to their
coaches as a big reason to why they
are improving. Head soccer coach
Gretta Arvesen in her sixth season
now and Chad Braegelmann in
his fourth season as head coach of
the volleyball team have shown
the abilities to bolster their groups
competitively wise on the pitch and
court respectively, and a lot of that
has to do with that culture that is
ingrained in the sports department.
Weems went on to say, “they’ve
really created buy-in and created a
culture in which their recruiting has
gotten better and that’s when you
really get the talent. I think those two
programs have followed different
ways because Gretta [Arvesen]
and Chad [Braegelmann] coach
differently in terms of how they’ve
built the culture and expectations.”
Both teams are heading in
an upwards trajectory and have
constructed a path towards breakout
campaigns.
Last season volleyball just missed
the conference tournament in
which would have been their first
appearance in decades in a very
tough Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference (NSIC) that includes top
ranked teams every season.

As for soccer, last season they
were able to finish their season above
a .500 winning percentage for the
first time since 2015.
Also, for programs like soccer
and volleyball who are starting to
hit their stride. It is important to note
it doesn’t all happen at once. Part
of Weems’ job as Athletic Director
is to put these coaches in positions
to succeed, and that starts with
reasonable expectations, and then
building upon those and expanding
those expectations with a proper
timeline.
It starts with creating stability
in those programs when they
previously may not have had a real
direction in the past and after you
have that steadiness, assembling a
culture with increased confidence
and anticipation bringing along those
programs to the next level year after
year.
Both soccer and volleyball have
followed those standards and now
have an expectation of reaching
certain plateaus, which is now
making it to conference playoff
action.
It isn’t just the current athletes
that keep the culture alive for Husky
nation, the school cares a lot about
their alumni as well with many
graduation student athletes coming
back to the school in one capacity
or another as coaches or assistants
for their respective programs as
well among the many other alumni
that find success in their endeavors
outside of athletics.
“When I talk to the students at the
beginning of the year, I talk about
the importance of our students is that
they come into a family. That’s one
of the best benefits of being a student
athlete, is you have this group of
people who you’re connected to. I

think the college experience overall
is about trying to make a larger
community feel smaller,” Weems
said.
“So I talk to the student athletes
about coming into this ready made
family where the upperclassmen,
your brothers and sisters, are going
to look out for you,” she said.
Furthermore, that’s where the
alumni come into play. Seeing all
their achievements and milestones
after graduating from not just a
professional standpoint, but to a
personal standpoint as well. And
that when these milestones happen,
they’re surrounded by their former
teammates.
Weems commented on seeing
these things happen yearly, and that
speaks of the coach’s ability to build
that culture and it speaks for itself.
The support that you see at SCSU
encompassing everything that these
people do enables the student athletes
to grow as people and to hold them
accountable in their professional and
personal lives so that by the time
they graduate and leave campus they
have what it takes to be successful
no matter what path they choose to
partake in.
From athletes helping the
freshman and other students moving
into their dorms during move-in
weekend and food drives to benefit
the local
community and all the other
endeavors
these
dedicated
individuals help with is a part of that
culture surrounding St. Cloud State
University.
“There’s four things I think that
alumni athletes remember regardless
if they’re division I, division II, or
division III. One, they remember
their coaches, you remember your
teammates. You remember how you

felt on the team, how you
connected, how you worked together
all that kind of stuff. You remember
moments. Those are milestone
moments like championships,
moments where you go ‘Aha!
Well now that makes sense.’ There
are moments where something
connects. You remember moments.
And lastly you remember funny
stories,” Weems said.
She believes it is these things that
largely lend to the success later on in
life. It is all of those things you do
as a team that stick with you forever
and build that character to help
these athletes later on in life postgraduation.
“I still see that sport, now more
than ever, sport is a platform that
unites people. We bring them
together and we bring them a cause
to rally around,” Weems said.
“I think it is critically important
we use athletics as a unifier and as a
campus and a community we come
together because I think we need
those positive stories. Kudos to the
Dog Pound (a student organization
on the St. Cloud State campus)
for really trying to energize our
student body. Certainly relying on
community members and fans and
alumni to have that same sort of
energy. That’s what creates a campus
feel where people want to belong.”
So it all starts with the culture. You
don’t win national championships,
you don’t create those memories that
these student athletes, and fans will
remember for the rest of their lives
if you don’t have that culture that
Weems has worked so hard to create
at St. Cloud State.
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Former captain of SCSU’s Men’s Hockey team Jimmy Schuldt with his fellow teammates on the ice in the Herb Brooks National Hockey Center. Photo courtesy of
SCSU Athletics.

Former husky Jimmy Schuldt signs
$850,000 deal with Las Vegas
By Jeremy Lagos
Former St. Cloud State Husky
Jimmy Schuldt signed a one year,
one way deal worth $850,000 with
the Las Vegas Golden Knights on
Thursday, Sept. 5. The former twotime Hobey Baker finalist signed
with Las Vegas last April after the
conclusion of the Husky hockey
season.
Schuldt had an assist in his NHL
debut last season with the Golden

Knights, but did not play in their
Stanley Cup playoff run when they
were eliminated in the first round.
The defenseman was a three-time
captain at St. Cloud State University,
where he finished as the all-time
leading scorer as a defenseman in the
cardinal and black with 118 points in
156 career games played.
Shuldt was a fan favorite all four
of his years at State. Among being a
Hobey Baker Finalist in his senior
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season, the blueliner was also named the
National Collegiate Hockey Conference
player of the year, scoring 35 points in 39
games with the Huskies ranked #1 for the
vast majority of the year.
Assistant Coach Mike Gibbons
mentioned how proud they are of Jimmy
and everything he’s accomplished.
“St. Cloud State is proud of him. He
wasn’t drafted, but almost every team in
the NHL tried to get him last year and the
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year before. We’re proud of him and we
saw him play in the game last year and
we think he’s ready for the challenge.
He’s going to go down as one of the best
leaders ever at St. Cloud State hockey
and those leadership qualities are going to
help him a lot at the next level.”
The Golden Knights opened up training
camp Friday, Sept. 13, with their first
preseason game against the Arizona
Coyotes Sept. 15. Schuldt and the Golden

Knights begin regular
season play on Oct. 2,
when they host the San
Jose Sharks at home.
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